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Chine=zs dailieses amount to ten in New YVorlk City, whers the

Thinese population is under 125,000, according teo the 1780

CENSUE. The ratio of daily paps~ to population is 200 times

|
o

hWigher than the "' =: English-languages dailies Lo more than seven

Mot =+ the hinesse newspaper xist mainly to ssrve as
mouthpiecses for pubishers who strive to be power brokers in

Communist or Mationalist circles. Even i+ their papers are losing
money the ownesrs can derive a profit in the political arena, said
most of the Chineszse journalists who talked me.

The i&derly buvys United Dasily, which has the longest history

in Chinatown. A voung lady reade it because her falther used to

[

buw it every wmorning. Out of 1Z immigrantzs frem Hong Heng

interviewsd, 1% buv the American sdition of the papsr they read
in Hoeng Kong, out of nostalgia. Chinese dailies have bescome one
of the major channels to maintain their sense of belonging to

"I awm =0 used to buv ths same papsr svery day by habit that
the news-stand keeper would simplv hand me my copy, " said ocne old
mar
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A news-stand keseper said, people buy newspaper out of roval-
ty to the paper regardlsss of its contsent, cover story. In fact,
becauss the feolding machines are designed for English pepers,
which  are printsd in the oppesits way te Chinese one, when the
Chinese newspaper are guarter folded for postal convience, only

the baclk of th= iz seen by buyers. FPeople recognise their

paper by the type of advertisement on their back.

Many Chinese from upper stats towns, comes to Chinatown to

buy foed stuff on weekends and takes at least six to seven
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dailies, said a bookstore-kesper; who sells a nEWEpPapeErs.
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The price of Chinese newspapers in Mew York raised to

u
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"The sale doesn’t change much because of the price, Sihce

time, said a news-stand kesper.

Qut of Z0 people interviewed, iS said money ftactor was not
important.

"We  have the market; a firm reader basis not easily moved,

beczuse we are not culsiders,” said a reporter of United® Daily,

.

which has a 40-wvear history.
One of ths nejeor dailiss remains at the cld price of IS
ps the sale only little, said anocther reporter.
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The Taiwan connected China Times, which started 286 months
ago, reached the circulation of 20,000 within two vyears. It

atirocted the Taiwanese immigrants, because the China Times has a

sistesr publication in Taiwan. Then it was the newspaper that
started to hire high guality reporters and Lo install medern
technical svstsmes,

China Times wa= clossd down last Sunday (Nov. 11) because of

political pressure froem Taiwan.
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ing Tao, one of the three sister-publication papers from

Howg  Hong, has &a cir

n

ulation of 200,000 toc 250,000 for its 5

editions in NY, Fhiladelphias, Washinston DC, Boston, Chizago.

s

Almost 340 percent of the contents are directly from HK  through

Satellite, sa2id itse manager.

"Everwy wyear 49,000 Chinese immigrants come to the States:
20,000 frem wmainland China and 20,000 from Taiwan," said the
managsr. "About  hald of them will come to the sast coast or Mew

York. Most of those from mainland have livirng in Hong Korng for a
while befors coming over, That means svery vear we have a few
thousand more  new readers. While the other Taiwan connected

papars have 1o share the Taiwansse guota.”
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World Jeournal, a Taiwan connected paper, claims to be the
largest Chinese paper in the States, with a circulaticrn of 70,000
for its nine editions in the U.E. and Canada. Only a handful of
the Chinese papers have a circulation of 10,000 or more, and some
sel!l ony a few hundred copies, reported Maria Shac of the Wall

Streset Journal.

"Thers should be only 3 to 9 dailiss only,” said ths managsr
o2f Sing Tac Raily before ths closing down of China Tiwmes. "I
think within threz to four years, many will close down. The price
af the Canadian paper we use raises too soon. February last vyear
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it raissd 12%; this March it raised 12%s next Januar/, it will

ra2ise ancther 18%. It is a hard career.”



