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Foreword

Century old churches are found everywbere m Ewrope, bearing witnesses to the
past. many of thems have thewr aged appearances defaced with sears resulting from
natural disasters and human calamaties. Their golden years have passed. They now
perform no mare than symbolic or mundane duties and Bave bocome sourist altractions
of their localites. All these do aat apply 0 the Hoong Kong Catholic Cathedral built in
neo-Gothic style in IX8XE. With the ardent support of s faithiul passhsoners, the
Cathedral is able 10 maintain its refreshing outhook exquipped with modern Dailitees
and retains iis position as 2 leading centre of religious activities i Hong Kong Specal
Administrative Region. Had it sot been uncovered by the thorough researches
undertaken by Fr. Louis Ha as dischased in this book, the eventfd history woold have
been passed without recognitson,

In this book Fr. Ha gives us a detail descnption of the Cathedral and its hastory.
He gives a full account of the social hackgrousd of the differemt phases. The bool
also covers every minule component part of the charch with artistic and beautiful
photographs taken by Me. Alexander Yu Tsz Chung, o young enthusiastic
photographes, who win commisssonad 1o Jo the work under Fro Ha's superyision aad
dircctson. Fr. Ha prodeced the fint dealt of the book. We are grinefud o Fr. Denis J
Hanly who Kindly rearranged the muncnals sad performed the dannting task of oditing.
Ms. Chan Of Kit &d the tramslation of Fr, Ha's fina dradt, based upos whach Mr Vicsor
Ho Leung Mau transiated the work edited by Fr. Hanly. Fr. Ha sssimilaged the texts of
differemt versions and produced the final prood, Without Fr. Ha's endeavour this book
would mot have come into existence.

This book also owes great debt 1o the members of the Ad Hoo Commsties
appointed for the purpose. They have devoted countless hours (o the work. | wish 1o
express my thanks 10 Mre. Christopher Cham, the conveseor, who has lod the Commites
theough 1o see completion of the work, o0 Mo, Purple Kwong, ity secretary, whi hos
pot e endless effort and time in organizing mectings and co-oedisation, Mr. Domiso
Tong who guided us aloag on matiers of printisg and publishing and also o Me. David
Fung who has made invaluable coamnbetion s vanous areas, This book obtained its
final approval from the Parish Council on Juse 5, 1999, 1 hope that yom will like it and
enjoy reading i,

Fr. Jobm B. Tang
Parish Priest
Cathedral of the mmaculste Conception
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The Cathedral

The Catholic faith s a radition that has been handed down 10 e from the apontles
of Jesus Chnist. This heritage is oot just spantual but composed of things tasgible and
visible as well. One such obyect of fasth precsous in the eyes of Homg Koog's Roman
Cathobxe community is the Cathedral of the Immacuolate Conception, ¢ Hong Kong
Landmurk for the pass 110 years.

The word “cathedral” is from the Latin meamang “chair’. It is used 1o designaie a
church a5 the “seat” of episcopal authority in a diocese. A cathedral, howover, &s maore
tham just a place where the bishop resides and where Chrstians gather 1o worship. It 1
also 4 centre where Christaans learn about their faith. A cathedral uwsasally abounds in
works of at of every Kind and description. In the great cathodrals of Europe, frescocs
and mosaics adorn their walls, floors and cethngs, stained glass embellish their
windows, thewr doors cost with bronge reliefs, and the statues of angels amd saints
appear everywhere, People who i ages pust cosld neither read sor write learned from
the lmithess representationns of beblical stones and cvents im artistic form the hastory
and meaning of their Taith,



MM AEMENRE  ERETEEA bR
Ml A2 - (IRB D FERIS - AN CRTMINSMILZH
BRYER - CEMERSETIRAEDCER - BNETOR  LRRRAERA
SRUAPHRL K ENE AN DRI o 20 A RIS R At T
W MAM VRN TR W - A Fi R RN
B NBHANRAZTHNE - AHEMHNA .

AN MY - SR LHGRENEM PRGNS  IRACRRY
GRNMF  GACRRGEGREMN FAF - GERIEETESRND R - W
ELRNNEL - SEFAMUNAKCEREATN - FANTRRES - 1NN
RN AT R T TR L e il KR 0 TE N
MM EsRAfae

In traditionally Christian countrics, catbedrals were situated in the centre of
a wwn, dominating the town-sguare where people gathered nod only for religious
fusctions but also for soctal and commercial activitics as well. In Homg Kong,
however, the Catholic Cathedral was built on the margia of the town-centre. l1s
geographical Jocation, perhaps. symbolic of its status in a society where Roman
Catholics were always & minoaty groap, The structure of Homg Koeg's cathedral is
itself more modest, simpder in design and less gramd tham ais European antecedents
Nooctheless, it does have fis own story to tell-a story of how its sons and daughters
Bave grown and developed throughout the docades slong with the city of Hong Koag stself

From its establishoscnt in 1841, the Catholic Mission was unlike other
local churches, such as Macau and China, in that it was politically independent and not
under the protection of any of the forcign imperial powers, It was always very mech on
ity own. Whilke it met with no open hostilsty. neather did #t receive any special support
from the codonial goverament, being subject 10 land taves and relying on its own
resosrces 50 bulld its Mission House and #s first charch on Wellingtom Street. Thes was
= contrast 1o the Anglicas Church, which, as the established Church of England, was
setwidized gencrously and given a handsome gramt 10 build S1. John's Cuthedral oo
Garden Rood.
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It was caly toward the end of the 1860°s that the Mission succeeded in having
their land tax redoced from S280 to $50. And when the typhoon of 1574 damaged St
Joseph's Church on Garden Road, the government gave SLOO0 10 have ot rebwilt %0
help it continue 10 provide pastoeal services for the Catholic soldiers and sailoes of the
Britsh military stationed n the colomy.

I= ume, the Cathobic Mission was able to overcome its initial hardsbips, and it
went on 1o win the esteem und support of the British government, larpely becawse of
s extensive contributions 1o the edecational, medical and social needs of the
Community,

Christiam churches of every dosomination found a place in Hoag Koeg 100, And it
was not long befoee their edecational and social service programmes bocame an
indespensable pant of the colony's public welfare system. In the 1850°s, the Missson
was mstramencal (s helping 10 modify the government s social welfare policy. Grants
were allotied equally w0 the different religious groups according 10 the social senvige
cach offered 8o the community. This non-sectaran appeoach o fending helped provide
u bealthy, harmonious environmont and nourish a sparst of cooperation among all the
religions.
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Lookimg at the Catholic Cathodral sodday, one sees the vestiges of passing e, the
changes in charch-life, the imgrovements that have come from modemization, amd,
above all, the many visible expressaons of that doep and abeding Fath, which those
who have gone before os have handed down 1o es ax their Bstang herstape. The past is
part of the present. To study the past is 1o view it with a more usdentanding cye am)
decpent one s appreciation for the presest.
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Wellington Street Church

In 18531, when the British ocvupeed Hong Kong, Rome immediasely set up a
Porfecture Apostolse directly under s omn supervision. A Swiss deocesan pricst,
Theodose Joset, was the representative of Propaganda Fide in Macau. He was alwo
appointed a Prefect Apostolic to lead 2 group of misssomaries from Macau 10 establish
the new Catholic Mission im Hong Kong. However, the Portuguese govermment
msisted that Homg Kong was still under Portuguese jurisdicton on church matiers sod
warned them against following Rome's mstricuions. When the mussiosancs refused 1o
comply, they were expeliod from Macau and 1odd sever 1o retuen

When the massiomanes arrived in Hong Koag, they found themselves in an
awkward positson. Without protection or belp from any of the impersal powers, they
had 1o fend for thepsehves. At findt they Bved in matsheds while hurrying to comstruct
a move permanent building on Wellsagion Street which was completed in the spoiag of
the following year. As soon as the Mssion House was finishod, on 7 Jane 1842, they
Lald the comnerstone for their Tirst church. Under the supervision of a Spanish
Franciscan, Michacle Navarmo and & Chinese semimarian, Thomas Lo, the church
began 0 lake shape
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When it was finished one year lamer, It measured 4% metres in deogth, and 14.6
metres an width: i could seat about 1,000 people. The wooden roof was supporied by §
pillars, coch measuring | metre s diameter and placed a a dostance of 2 metres from
the oster walls. The walls themselves were made of grasse and bk, The floor was
woodon, except for the main aisle, which was a strip of paving Mone nanming from the
entrance 10 the sanctuary proper. The altar and statwes of Owr Lady of the Immacelae
Conception, St Francis of Assisi, St Dominic and St. Pasqual Baylon were canved
from wood, all were gifts from Cagholics in the Philippines. The church also had two
promisent bell wmers,

The fiest Roman Catholic ¢dmrch in Hoog Koog was given the tithe of Our Lady of
the Immacslate Concoption. The traditional Carholic scaching that Mary, the mother of
Jesams, was preserved from original sin from the momenst of het coaception, was
defined as 2o article of faith in 1854 Mary, under this title, is depacted with & serpent
under ber heel, which refiers o Genesis 3015, wherein the eventual triumph of good
over evil by one bom of 3 woman is pronised by God 10 Adam and Eve
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In the course of raning funds, & wealthy donor who made bis moaey from the
opium erade offered 10 give a gencrous dosation 10 help batld the church, This posed a
moral peoblem for the missionanes. While the opium trade wars legal at that e n
Hoog Kong, Macio and in Western cosstnes, it was peohibssed by law in China under
wvere penalty. The question was referred 10 Propeganda Fide in Rome who rulled that
bocal Lrws could be observed snless they were comrary 4o the peactice of the Gaith or
the moral teachings of the Church. The moncy was evestually accepoed

In 1852, the chaurch underwest mapor renovations. A mew altar and two side
chapels were added, The save was extended to make room for the growing
congregation, which now sumberod close so 20000 Then, i Ociober of 1859, jeat as
6 years of exlensive ropasrs were neaning complietson, 2 fire broke oot and ihe ontire
structure bamed to the ground. The Mission House was called (20 use as a lemporary
place of wonhip. It took eight Masses cach Susday morming 1o serve so many
panshiooers in soch a confised space.






2

AKAEN - HANESD TR RERNIES -
ARSI A (ISR - MNRULEMI M NE - S MW - NirgHE
RN R AR - S PN - 0P WERMEN Y R A
ERMERFOLAUIERNA SR - WARNERLLE ¥ NneH 1
KAGIRHAALRMEZENMIN  GENKHARZ F - RAER LY 240
PUEWR - WO - AAEIESTIRR  MXARS MRy -

R RN - A IR - JUP ER GOSN
QRN SN ERN T R W AANTR RN RA
WE - ERNREDZIM/ay WA RN - MRSHIES A RGN
MERHRERNZHN M WEOSSREEENEORaNY RN
ST - SRR RIS GC  NLD SLI0 N T 0 Sy

The campadpn 1o raase fands for a new church began i camnest. Domations came
from many quarters, including the Pope, Propaganda Fide, the Irish soldiers who
served in the Bratish army, benefactors from Luzon in the Philippines and local
citeons. Al contnbuted gencsoundy, as did aa ancnymous Portugeese gentienun who
gave $500 and asked his company 0 masch with S300, a sizabde ssen in those days.
The wave of sympathy that followed the fire engendered such strong finascial ssppornt
that the sew chorch was buile asd paid for within o year. In March 1860 it was blossed
and rededicated 10 Our Lady of the lmaculate Conoeption.

The church was large emough 10 contain four side altars along with the main altar
The main altar and two of the side altars were of marble, It was 1o serve the Cathodic
commumty for the next quarter of a cemtury. Finally, i 1886, o wealthy Chinese from
Macau bought the lund for redevelopment. The church buildings were demolished and
replaced by rows of houses of much smaller units, bailt o meet the noeds of 1he
growing Chinese community, who were moving into the neighbosrhood in ever
imcreasing seenhers. Hefore the church was torn down, bomever, its three marble altars
were transferred (0 the mewly acquired propecty oa Caine Road. which was 10 be the
site of the new cathodral. These three altars are still in the Caine Road cathedral where
today they stand as fastimg remvinders 10 the Catholic commanity of its Welliagton
Serect legacy.
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The Wellington Street Neighbourhood

It wirs oot by chunce that the firt Cagholic church in Hong Komg should be buile
2 the junctuee of Wellingtoa and Pottinger Streets. In the carly years, the polcy of the
colonial government was 50 maetan the collony’s idestity as a Europeas town and 10
prosect and safeguard the western trade. While the Chisese populatios already
outnumbered the British, the services provaded by the Chunese were comsidered
valuable and necessary, hun they were abwo seen as a posential source of trooble and
even a threat 1o public ceder and stabily, Laws were passed so himit the Chinese their
frocdom of movesnent. They were restriciod 10 hve s bousing lecated in designued
distncts 1o the cast and west of the contre of the Victocia tomm. They lived m T Piag
Shan (today’s Sheang Wan), Sat Yiog Poon and Wanchai. The Brtish mhabstod the
central district and the districes rising aloag the wpper slopes, The land betwoen these
two communities was made into & baffer rone reserved for non-British expatriates,
such as the Portugeese, Spasish and ladizens. The Catholic Mission ook up residence
s such a “in-between” district, mn the arca arousd the Juncton of Wellington and
Poctinger Streets, The exact kcation of the church sl was oo the highest poit of the
castern slope where 1oday Pottinger Street joans Wellingtom Street
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As the westernens moved vpward from Wellington Street, the Chinese market
began moving esstward from Tai Ping Shan, untl it gradsally ook over the whole
arca, The meighbosrhood. once it hegan to change, changed rapadly. In the lae 1860s,
o owas made up mostdy of Portuguese and Indians, most of whom belonged to the
professions: merchants, brokers, primters, watchanakens, botel managers, physicians
and opium dealers. Even the Spamish Consulate was situsted there. But by the 1870 #
had Become a neighbourhood of local Chinese shops catening 10 the new populanon:
restauramts, grocery stowes, bakerics, and shops that offered every Kisd of service:
carpenters, shoemakers, goldsmiths, wonworkers, pawn brokers, bookbinders, and
others. Soon the only westemers left in the neighbourhood were those operating
licemsed beothels
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Among Catholics, talk of relocaming was prevalent. The missionanes Felt that the
hrothels had made the arca unssitable for religious gatherings. Also, overcrowding
was creating cven greater fire hazards, The fire of 1559 was a porsent of thiags 10
come. In 1578, had it not been for the prompt intervention of the French Coaul, the
church woold have been burned domm a second time. By the end of the I870s, the
Catholic congregation had outgrown its premeses and was booking around for a larger
space. Its members now numbered over 5,000, In addition, Rome had clevased the
Prefecture Apostobic of Hong Kong to the status of Vicanate Apostolic is 1574, and
had consecrated Giovanni T. Raimoods of the Midas Foreign Missson Socicly which
lser became the Pontifical Foreign Massions Instatute (PLME) a bishop as s firm
Vicar Apossalic, Maintenance of the old church was becoming moee and more of a
problem. The roofl was badly in meed of repair, and the church itself had to be
renovated. ANl this would take o large sam of mosey. Fortunately, the land ssell had
increased tenfold in value, so great was the demand foe new howsing in the arca, By
selling the land. the Mission could affoed 1o buy a Jess expensive property and boild 2
mowe spacious and permasent structuee on the new ste
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The vague hope became o concrese reality when, in 1852, & local speculator
sproad 10 pay S100.000 for the Wellington Stroet property, After giving a 1045 deposit,
he burried 10 resell it 0o another spoculator, hoping to make a S30.000 peofit on the
trumaler of ownentip. However, the second buyer wemt bankrupt before i went
through. The sale was placed om hold until ancther buyer could be found. In the
meantinse, the Chicf Jastioe Bad ruled o & samlar case belore the court that a religioss
group could not legally sell thor Lind or meigage their properties,

In that case 1the London Missionary Socsety wished to sell a plece ol their
property, which bad been purchased oniginally under the name of ome of thewr
members, When they petitioned the count to fecognize that member as 4 trasiee of the
peoperty, the Chicf Justice ruled that the Missiomary Society was st incorporated i
Hoog Kong and, therefore, the alleged Beneficiary was in fact not n exastence, The
pudge further pointed out that Land dessgnated for chanitable purposes coald not be solkd
ualess authonised by o separme oodimance.

"
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On Caine Road

Casne Road was knows amoeg the Chinese s Shan-ting Ma-loo, e, the Peal
Highway. The surmounding arca o) always beca considerad 4 prime location for epper
chass residences. The road was on Jevel groond Righer up the slope aad away from the
comgestom of the waterfeont, but it was accessible s Wellinglon Street sad Quees's
Road by Arbethoot and Wyndham Streets in the cast and by Pokfelam Road in the
west, Caine Road was named after William Casne, an carly-eesident and padge, whose
court was noted for its milisaey rigidaty. Later Caine added 10 has titles, first becoming

the Cobomial Secretary, then a Coloncl, and fimally the Licutenam Governor



AW

\

S —

.....lol-lol

a*r'.
mumwu’ =



KR ATRARERREZN - CHRATALSYY
WRA PRELHEEMOER EVCHARREYE
s ~AATIrERELCHELX KR RRL - HRALW
HMEHRER  FANAP CRAFEmEH - LA hen
MRy - SRR AN 2ET - MR PR - en
SEAEMANE TEWF .

FERTR RN RN ((IW] 1854 1859) (Ui X £ 80 & SUR
W 8330870 c RHBESIMEHFETEY WUEANGEPY - e
MG O APy LY AN 2o i
TRZMNBCPIRSNET - RINRSHECP Loyl & R¥Ensm
FRTEN - AR (15201913 BRI N ML P e e
B MO AR (18431900 ERARER LGN .
AWM - MABEBZE A ANIA  APERE TR RSN
RSN T Was QRN SRR RN - -
P0G AW A L  EMERY KRS - WA
APAREED rA%THON LR — UNN R SRR PRS-

Caine Rosd had becomne familiar sermmory for the Catholic Missson even before the
coming of the cathedral. The fiest group of Catholic missionanes o kve there were the
Canossian Sisters, who arrived from Maly i 1860, No prosision bad been made because
the letter that was 10 precede them never reached Hong Kong. Bet two Portuguese
brothers, Leomardo and Joseph D' Almasds © Castro, came to their rescue and put them wp
n i house they owned on Caine Road.

Almost immedissely, the Sisters on Calee Road were jouned by Emily Bowing
CI833- 18700, a convert 10 Catholicism who wis the daghier of the Governor, Sie Jobn
Bowing. After becoming their first nonace im Homg Kong, she was instrumental in
belping the Sistors establish their many educational and social welfare institutions.
Chinese gurts were abwo ateracted by the life and work of the Sisters. Two Chanese girls
from the Tam famnily of Macau joined the Cancasian Ststers in thetr work. Magdalena
Tam (1829-1913) and her cosssins Ansa Tam (1544 1906) became members of the
Canossian Sisters” Thard Onder. Magdalena was a teacher and Anna 100k care of
oephans at Caine Road. Others soon followed. Many of the young Chinese Tertianes
were sent across the border to work with massionanes in villages oo the mainland that
were then under the junisdiction of the Hoog Kong vicanate. In 1922, sixty-five of
these members of the Thind Ovder became the nuckeus of the fina local coogregation of
religions women, the Sesters of the Precious Blood,



KEanmm

MO RIKAPNIY R - MR CRE MARRN R - R RN
AR - BESEN AR FRRMEIERN AR - ZERad «rime
REEEPR - RRAUCHENONEY - AR/ L LN e
AR - BFLERUHERREES LY - ERARGENR SRR IN -9
MERTAR R L anR N -

MAERKEEVTEABIRCY WZERNNCHMEETRR - L )
WNEARG N UDRENRRERE - WO ERITAN - £ - My
MR ZHLALHAY  ECVNEENE - SHHELXRER - IR 48
ZHERGARRA L - Q28 LM URSOTANES EMNG L TR SNRR
RT3 PRSI AN LW - W LR C TRty - (L - Y
MRS LHRPANAMRBASRLY - SR ERTTIheR - W
CHEANDRGTEMO CHKLWARDN - GRAILEP R F - WL T
WAL A GESNRNE -

Catholic Institutions

Four years alter their amival, the Canossian Sisters acguired a large piece of
property on Caine Road (No. 28 then, Nou 36 now) which became the centre For (heir
activities. The property housed their day schools and boandng schools for garks, and
pronaded facibinies for the mentally sick, the handicapped, the blind, the elderly, and
orphans, The orphasage was for the Sisters a special work of charity for it allowed them
80 make & stromg statement shoet the Chrastian helsef in the sacredness of all baman lite.

Nearly all abandoned batwes wore girds, and many were already near death when
they were found. The Sesters nursed the living back 1o health and banied with dignity
those who died, baptizing them first m the hope that the next woeld would treat them far
better than the ooe ihey were kaving bebind. Young mothers from the nosghbourbood
were employed as wot-manses, They took the babies home and cared for them at the
Sisters” expense until they were old enough 10 enter the cosvent nenery. At the age of
seven, the childeen were corolied mn the Sisters’ school where they leamed 10 read and
write Chinese and were also tanght practical skills, suck as mecdlework and
embeoidenag. Besides providing for their food aad board, education and trassng, the
sisters also found jobs for them, often ko thewr own institstions. In a society whese most
marnages were armnged by parents, the Sisters found themselves taking on the unkiely
role of matchmaker. With the help of pricsts from local panishes, they found eligible
bachelors from swstable Catholic faamilics 10 meary their "daughters’.
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In 1861, two Spanish Dominican poiests from Mamila armived (o set up »
peocuration at Na. [0 (sow No. 18) Caine Road Relationships between the Catholscs
of Hoong Kong and the Philippines wore always strong. [t was 1o Philippioe Catholicos
that the Missiom in Homg Koog tumed for fimancial belp ot ontical tmes in its carly
hastory. While the headquarters of the Spasish Dominicans was in Manila, their
procuration in Hosg Kong would help peovide financial wsistance for their esicasive
missiooary woek throughout the Philippines and Chana. Later the Dominicans st up
the Holy Rosary Province whose members would beconse very active here in school
work and in their regional seminary.

In the 1XT0x, the two Daminicans openad thelr private chapel 10 Jocal Catholics
for Sunday wonskip. Some priests of the Catholic Mission objected because the
Wellington Stroet chwrch wars coly a five minue walk away. Rome finally intervened
in favour of the Domimicans and their chapel wiss opened for public services in 1879,
A few years later, the Dominicans moved clsewbere and the Paris Foresgn Mission
Society, who had their proceration at Stanton Stroct, ook over the vacatod premases in
Caine Road.
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In 1876, the Cathole Misston purchased Buxley Lodge 2 21 Casne Road and
estableshed a school for Chinese boys. In the previous year, the Brothers of the
Christian Schools had arrived 1o open St Joseph's College ot 2 Caine Road. the
present sile of Caritas. The brothers taught thesr students in matsheds before moving to
moee permanent quarters om Robiason Road. Finally s 1880, (he Catholic Mission
purchased the Glencaly Extate ot 16 Caine Rowd on which 10 build the new cathedeal,

After ies completion in 158X, the cathedral became the cemtrepiece of 3 whole
chavier of buildings, There was the Bishop's House, a five storey ressdence that stood
alomg side if for searfy 90 yoars, until it was finally replaced by the Catholic Diocesan
Cemre im 1977. The land in front of the church cece housed 3 seominary for young men
aspering 1o become priests. This became Nam Wab College in 1947, and then
Ramondi College in 1958, The bulldengs om the upper tormce 0 the south, which al
one time or another housed such institetions as Wal Yas College. St Joan of Asc
College. St. Joseph’s Torrace and St Joseph™ Home, were evemtually demolished by
developers to make way for modem hagh-rise spartment houses.
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The Caine Road Neighbourhood

The ares arownd the cathedral was scenic and pleasant. Some of the names of the
houses alomg Calse Road, such as Forest Lodge ot No, 31 aad The Wilderness at
No. 26, stiest to the spacioussess of former times, There was o large open area outside
the cahedeal gates, which mow serves as Hong Kong's Zoological and Botanical
Gardens. Further down the road and below the Gardens s the Governor House, the
former residence of the colonial govemors, with its beaotifel lrwas and gandens

During the 1560s, merchants, magistrates and barristers moved op the slope from
Central 10 Caine Road. On a hist of Homg Koag's most cminent citizens compiled in
1584, 16 of the 122 lived there. Some of Hoog Kong's strects and schools still bear
their names: E.R. Belitios, C.P. Chater, W.H. Mandy and HN. Mody. Around the turn
of the cemtury, however. the ncwly opened Peak Tram made Victoria Peak moee
ateractive and accessible, and many people from the neighhourhood moved up to the
higher ground. Their places were taken by the more wealthy Chinese asd their
familics. Then, during the 19204, the privase residences. with thear Lowos snd gardens,
were tom down 10 make way for modem apartment buikdings, of which many sull
remain today. In soene cases, the larger and moee spacious of the anginal houses were
divided and rodivided o as masy 2« four and five family wnits. Caine Road became
more and more crowded. It had so many new residences that the govermament
renussderad all the dwellimgs along the strect froed,
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Alter the Second Workd War (1939-45), shops along Camme Road mubtiplsed. They
served the noeds of aa ever growing populatson, made up mostly of local Chinese
families. Barbers, tatlors, millimers. shops sclling Chinese medicine, electrical
apphances, e, vegetables and dey poods lined both sades of the street. Four westom
syle doctoes, one Chimese herbalist, and two gynecologests catered to the medical
needs of the nesghbourhood. As others followed, 1t so0on became Known x a street of
dJoctors and newdy bom babies. The babics. when in full chorus, threatened 1o put an
ond 50 its proverbial peace and quiet.

What was bocomung even more evident than s stroag Catholic presence wa the
disproporticeate number of #s schools. Al the begimaing of the present comtury, this
small strp of road had 2 total of 10 fll time educatsonal institutsons.
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Building Cathedrals

Many western missionanes had grown up s the shadow of great cathedrals in
their homelands. To them a cathedral meamt moee thas the local hishop's church of
resadence; 1l was alwo the visable expression of a commumity’s religious Gath, In size
and grandeur, 1 symbolized the greatness of God and the permasence of God's
prescnce among his people. Many mussiosaries dreamed of building sech strecoares
among the Christian commumities of missionary lands, Around the same time Hong
Koag's catbedral was being built, other cathedrals were also in various stages of
plansing or completion on the Ching mainland and in other countrics of Asia
Guangehou's was finishod only two years after Hong Kong's. A Gothic catherdral of
exveptional beasty had boen built by the Jesuits in Xogiabi, Shanghai in 1870, And
the French Mission in Saigon called for a competition in 15876 1o select & design for a
new cathedral whose cost wars estimated at S160.000. In 1543, a fire destroyed the old
Manila cathedral, and work on a sew on¢ began alenost immedisscly, This cathedeul,
which was also mamed afler the Immaculate Conception, was comploted in 16 yean
und consecrated in 1879, The suddon spale of cathedral-building takang place all over
Asia could not but have had some positive influence on the cathedral plansers of the
Catholic Mission in Hong Kong.
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In the beganming of the 18805 when the Hong Koeg Catholic Mission's fisancial
sitwation became more feasshle, the Glencaly Estate was purchased for $30,000
from Messes. GHbb, Livingstoa & Company. The Caine Road property was
cheaper and more sustable for a cathodral than the old Wellington Street site. To
raese money, the Missiom Bad sodd off several houses asd mongaged the Welliageon

Street propernty. The foundation stone was laid on the Feast of the Immacolate

Conception, 8 Decomber 1881, Two years later o second foundation stoae wis kud on

B sane dare
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In May 1886, when Mass was offered for the last ime om Wellimgton Street, the
comenunity moved 1o ats new premises on Caime Road, holding services there while the
chuech was still wnder construction arcend them. The cathedral sook seven years 1o
finish. It was consecrated on 7 December 1888, the day before the Feast ol the
lmmaculse Coaception. Bishop Bourdon, a Freoch bishop from Burma, officlated
because Bishop Raimondi, Hoog Koag's Vicar Apostobic, was recovenng from an
illness in America and had not yet retumed 1o the Colony, The blessing was done
hastily; the exsernal walls had sot yet been finished; and, the man altar and the pipe
organ wore still wasting o be inszalied
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The Structure

The cathedral ix mn the form of a Groek cross. Its morth side 1s shoster than the
south. a sisuatson dictased by the shape of the kind itsell om which o stands. It measures
82 metres mn lengeh and is 40 metres wide, with a seating cagacity of over 1000 It
riscs 10 @ hoght of 23,7 metres, except for s central tower whach adds anodher |0
metres, creating a fecling of ampde space and vestilition. Built in an clegamt English
Gothic sty e, it was designed by Crawley & Comgany of London Jts walls ase of hnck
and stone, Laad on & granite platfonm one metre high which provides a solid foundation
Buttresses run down both of ity sides. These support beavy cant-iron beasas that, s
turm, support its upper structure. Thirty-fwo small pellars, made of grasiie and 6 mesres
high, are set in lines parullel 1o the bumresses. At the timne, this was comaderad 1o be 2
very cost effective way 1o build karpe churches.
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The Main Altar

The present msain altar sits on an clevated platform of white marble where the
nave and transcepes intersect. Its simphicity and central focution make # the natural
focal point of the whole structure. The central 1ower above the altar, providing it with
ample Mght, is supported by four solid pillars, each 1.5 metres in duameter and 10
metres high The wooden pews in the body of the church and on the three sides of the
altar platform all face the altar, except for those few facing the side-altaes in the
chapels of the Sacred Heart and St Joscph, This also serves 1o enbance the centrality
of the masn altar

On the south-west comer of the altar platform s the bishop's chalr (cathedra in
Lagin). It is the “chair’ from which a "cathedral’ gets its name, symbolizing as it does
the scat of episcopal authority entrusted o the hishop of the diocese. It is in a
prominent but less eminent position than the altar, The same can be sasd of the lectern
from which the Holy Scriptures are read and which occupies the space 1o the front and
left of the altar,
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The lmmaculate Conception

In the apse of the church, standing in & small niche high above the floor, is an
atractive statee of Mary, the Immaculate Coaception. She s a figure of gentle mercy
and all eyes are spontancously drawn %0 her. The statoe is carved from wood and was
dooated by Cathodic students. The baght golden cromn was placed on her head by
Bashop Lawrence Blanchs, the secomd bishop of the Diocese of Hong Kong, af the
ceremony that ended the Martan Year of 1955, The miche that holds the statue was
given in TS by a graduate from the former Canossian Cosvent orphanage.

Buriod bencath the Noor behind the rear altar and m front of the entrance to the
cathedral sacristy are the remains of Fr. Theodore Joset. the Swiss diocesan priest who
was appointed the first Prefect Apostolsc of Hong Kong in 1841 and who dsed the
following year. An engraved memorial stone records his hissoncal events in Latin,
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The Cathedral Chapels

There are Toar chapels in the cathodeal. The Sacrad Heant Chapel ot the ond of the
south aisle is the place of reservation for the Most Blessod Sacrsment and is set aside for
Fuchunsaie devotion. Its marble altar was the former mese altar of the Wellmgton Stroct
church. Bt was desigoed by Fr. Glacomo Scuran (1531-1901) a missionasy n Hong Kong in
1561, who keer became the Superior General of the Milan Foreign Mission Sockety. Two
other marble altars from Wellington Street were slso brought 10 the cathadead. The cec
which 1 now i the Chapel of Our Lond™s Passion, 10 the right of the sacraty, was donased
by JJ. Beaga, a Portugacse panshecner: the other, now i the Chapel of SU Joseph ot e
end of B ponh aisle, & docoraiad with the coat of amas of the House of Savoy. It was the
gt of Vicwr Emmanucd 11, the future King of lady, through the mediation of Joseph Mary
Sala, an [alian noble residing 10 Hong Kong. The founh sad fnal chapel is dedscated %o St
Anthony. One of the maost popular of the ssunts, Anthory wans o Portsguese Francascan who
spent moch of his life ministering 10 the people of Padua, Baly. The tao stasoes Manking St
Anthony are of St Jude, the Apoatle snd St Jobm Vianney (1756- 18591, the Curé of Ans

Before the liturgical changes of Vatcan 11, the main altar of the cathadeal was in
the apae. It bas now been replaced by & smaller altar under the Marian siche. This Al
is used for the celeboation of daily Masses during the woek and for litwegies with fewer
people i atrendance.,
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The Baptismal Font

The baptesmal fose s at the from entrance of the cathedral, in the centre aisde o
the beginning of the mave. [t is placed hore (o draw anenton 10 the paimuacy of Baptism
as the Sacrament of initiation into the commwanity of the Church, The fomt rests oe a
Moo of blue mosase tiles that are graded from a lighter to & darker shade as they
appeoach the golden crons at the centre. Blue is the colour of the occan and the water
of the font is contsomally in motson. This s meant 1o evoke in the baptized, as they
enter ihe church, the memory of their own passage from death 10 sew life through the
waters of baptism. The Stations of the Cross that Bine both walls are carved from seak
wood and remind the Chnstum that the way of Christ is the way of the suffering
servan of Gesd


















®A

NTERMERENNER ) ANEHURELRRR —
W URALNNWBRER PPN - EARTH - —HUERRY A AONREN
BHAYSNEAHBNEEN  HAEEEN FERENN0N - S8 LRy
FREOMEGRIETFE  HNGER TN ENYN - RN ooy
LU S SR AT I 107 LRS F1 SLuss b S SN L SR TRIR 2 AU
FHEARMNAMERR BHRR - LIEER Bt RREGENN
FoRRRANS MR OGO PN MR LIYER - AN
MR LT - TS ERASTHYN - 3 - R et
THN - SNS -WOANM FHEALUAN KA ANEY RHES
(1816) - SOBEM XS (1840) - ACBMIE R (1858) * WEMN (sss) - im
(1861) RAMREY (1862) % -

Holy Men And Women

A church is a sacred place where believers gather 10 be sanctified in the Holy
Spirit and where they are encouraged 10 hive holy Bves through the example of (he
many sainis they find represented there. In the cathedral, the anciest custom of
vencrating saints can be soen not oaly in its statvary and stained ghass windows, but
also in its altar relics. The rebics of 10 saints are embedded in the marble of the main
altar. This tradition dates back o the early davs of persecution when the Christians of
Rome fled 1o the catacombe, the burial grounds bencath the ity 10 wonbip i secret.
Often the Mass was celebeated on the tombs of the martyrs who had died beroically for
their fath. When the age of pensecution ended, the Chnstians contimeed 10 vencrase
their martyrs by placiag their relics in churches within the stome altans oo which they
offered Mass. Geadually. the custom was extended to inclade the relics of saimtly men
and women other than martyrs. Among the 10 saints whose relacs are scaled in the
marble of the cuthedral’s main altar are: St Thomas the Apostle, St France Xavwer, St
Th, Venard, St. Theresa of Lisieux, St. Magdalena of Canossa. misstonarios and
martyrs in China, Blessed Joba a Trior, Gabriel Perboyre, Hieronymus Lau, Agatha
Lsa, Magtin On,
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Among the many canonized saints whose statues adom the cathedral pillars and
walls, the most prosminent are those surroundimg the sanctuary area. There are two
Aposties: St Peter and St. Paul; three Bishops and Doctors of the Church: St
Anchasasion (¢. 295.373), St Ambvose (¢, 339-397) and S1. Augastine (3154-430); two
Popes and & Kang: Pope St Gregoey the Great (590-640); Pope St Pios X (1903.1914)
and King St. Louss of France (1214-1270). The Chapel of St. Joneph is dodicated to the
Patron of the Universal Church, and along the wall are statues of St Aloysius
CGonzaga, SJ. (1568-1591) Patron of Youth: St Joha Bapeaist de 1a Salle (1651-1719)
Patron of Teachers: St Viecent de Paul (1581-1660) Co-founder of the Sisters of
Charity; and, St. Breno (1030-110)) Foender of the Canthusian Order. On the south
wall near the Chapel of the Sacred Heart can be found statues of: St. Therese of
Lisscux (1873-1897) Doctor of the Church and Patroness of the Missions; St Rit of
Cascia (1381.1457) Mother, Widow and Religious: S1. Lucia (d. 30d) Manyr,
Patroness of Sicily and Venice; St. Barbara (¢, 303) Virgin and Martyr, one of the
Founeeen Holy Helpers, In the Chapel of the Passion 1o the rear of the apse. St. Anme
and St Joachim, the parents of the Viegin Mary, flank the two statues of the Petd
(a gift of the Canossiam Sisters) and Jesus carrying his cross (donated by the
Confrasernity of the Loed). There are in all over X0 canonized saints repeesentnd in the
cathedral’s statwary and stained glass wismdows, cach with his and her oum story 1o sell.
but all haviag in common their love of Geoxd aod dedicatod service 10 others
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Stained Glass Windows

The attractive stained ghass wisdows aee of companatively recent ongsn, The four
wiadons adong the wall near the Sacred Heunt Chagel were done by the French anis
Louss Gesta in 1923 They depict Jesus and Joba the Evampelsst at the Last Supper. St
Catherine of Ssenna, St Pascal Baylon and the Appearance of the Risen Lord t0 Mary
Magdalene. The windows on the opposste wall, by the Chapel of St. Joseph, depict the
Fowr Evampelists. Matthew, Mark, Luke and Jobn, which were done in ltaly and
donated by Me Jobam Poon in 1985
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The lhon's share of major donations given by indsviduals for building the new
cahedral came from members of Hong Kong's Portageese commmnity. Twenty-two of
the twonty-cight memonial plaques ackeowledging the oniginal donors, and which are
attached 10 the church pellars, have Portugocse names. The other six major bemefacton
were four Chinese, one Mexican and the St Vincent de Paml Society. Later, plagues
were added acknowledging more recent bencfactors, However, gencrous dosations
came from all sides, from Catholics and noa-Catholics, from the pansh, the people of
Hong Kong aad from all over the workd,
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A Belated Consecration

The solema consecration of the cathodral fimally 1ok place [Nty years afier its
completion, On & December 1935, Hoog Kong's fourth Vicar Apostolic, Bishop
Enrico Valtorta, officiated at the Solensn High Mass of Dedscation. Bishop Valtora
explained the reason for the long delay in his homily. He pointed out that a cherch
butlding could only be comsecrated if it was reasceably determined beforchand thae o
woold be a permanent building, used exclusively for the woeshap of Goxd, Chsarches
that wore only blest and mot consecrated could be conveniad to other uses for sersous
reasons. Churches in mission lands were seldom consecrated because of political
instability and national varest. Wiars, rebellions, revoletions, along with natural
disasters plageed many mussion arcas, and church buildings were often in danger of
confiscation by unfnendly officials, and even desecrated. Homever, sech dangens were
deemed 10 be rather remote in Hong Kong, and so the Cathedrad of the Immaculate
Conception became one of the very first 10 be comsecrated i Chisa.
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The Cathedral’s Changing Structure

A Bistory of the cathedral should ot consist merely in mumbering its years, but it
should also revord how it chasges and adjusts with the times in order to meet the scods
of each new generation. The cahedeal ix 2 livimg structure and as sach it & in constamt
need of repair, renovation, and renewal. This should not be soem in a negative light
For it 1 i the challesge of adaptisg it 10 fit the everchanging needs of s community
and trying to meet the constant demands of remodeling, beastifying and modernizing
i, that sts anner life and vitality are made manifest, Outside the foundation iself,
everything clse im the Homg Kong cathodral has been ssbject 1o chunge, It is also the
only Catholic cathedral im the region that has been in constant use throsghout the
uhaole of its 110 year history. Al the othors have cither been destroved i fires and
wars or confiscased by hostile povermments.
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The intersor of the cathedral has undengome many changes, but theough them all i
manages 10 maintain s fundamentad sdentity. Oviginally, the sancmary was ot the
end of the mave, in the apse of the church. The main altar was st 00 2 platfonm at the
top of a fight of steps. The altar itself was sgainst the wall, with the tabermacle at ity
centre. Above the altar stood the statue of the Immaculse Conception. Long thin
candles on tall droaze candie-stands flanked the tabomacle and hetween them were
placed vases of muny shapes and sizes in which flowers were placed daning liturgical
services. The pricst said Mass facing the altar and with his buck to the people. A
Comemanion railing. carved from msarble, surrosnded the sunctuary arcs, separating the
Lty from the clorgy during Mass, The hishop's scat was placed in the sanctuary inshde
the Commumion railing, and two red sanctuary lamps were fastencd by golden
cobloured chains to the columns that nose high up 10 the ceiling room the sides of the
radling. Their flames. which bumed night and day, isdicated to the worshippers the
presence of the Holy Eucharist. This setting. in which altar, tabernacle, Marian statoe,
bishop's seat, and even the celebrant himsell was concentrated in the apse and
confined within marble railings. evoked a solemn, prayerful, almost mystical
atmosphere, It bespoke of a religioos attitude quite different from the one most
Catholics have today,
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Side altars weore placed in the five bavs slong the south wall, These were wsed by

ndividaal poests for sayving Mass peivaiely

liturgacal reforms of Vatican 1l when the altars were then repiaced by
confessionals carved oot of woed and placed along the wall. Th

ongnally placod o the Jeft of 1B mun entrnce and ¢lose by the

ieads up to the chowr lod
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The Cathedral Bell Tower, Organ and Grotto

Ihere was @ bell wwer in front of the cathedral when it was fiest bush. Ovigenally
about 20 metres Mgh, it was finally completed in 1904 when it soared to a beight of 45
metres, dwarflag evervthing else around it The bells hal 1o be melted down duning the
years of the Japancse occupation in order 10 purchase mech seoded food. In 1947, the

tower vself wis toen Jown o make way for Nam Wah College
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With the passage of nme, the pipe orgas i the chor lofl was replaced by an
clectronic organ, although the pipes still remaim &5 clegant, of silent, witnesses 10 thews
past ghory. Catching up with ihe age of technology, came fiest the spot lights, then the
sound system and, feally, sir conditsomng

There once wis @ large grotio of Owr Lady of Lourdes next 1o the porch ar the
front entrance buat if wais removed in 1969, After the absence of a grotso for over a
decade, a smaller version was eneciod next %0 the rear door of the sacristy m 195
Across Trom the present groeto stood the Bishop's House and on 3ts nght there was o
Might of stairs that lod down 80 Caine Road. The House and porches were torm down in
the 1970s 30 make way for the present Catholic Diocesan Centre. Lost along with the
Old strectures were the troes and shrebbery that surmounded them and. a chear view of
the Barbowr



et PSS TS




104

LIPS

EAA MM LA SIS S R I+ (e IO 0 A M M R
LA GLL LN CoORSE TP - L = LIE N - MR - W AR5 I
SRR R - A I TR L SR S MR AL )
B E AR R — 8 RN T LI
PRI WML A M (B G - P R

ME NESEZNELN RV TRAE XK LETF .
PRSI AL WSO C AR - W - IR b R R R
RE2HURE - RN AN - LT Y R TR L
SN LH - —AUEE « FEOATHEIOES 8 - AL AAYSRE
CB O R--PRNMEEAFREENCERM - LI ER KR - B8
U N0 O N

Major Renovations

Mt of the major repains down through the years were those done 1o the cathedal
ood, Beimg made of timber, the roof was subject 1o dry rot and termites. The typhoon
of 1937 blew part of it away and also destroved the central spire. However, the chwrch
emenged relatvely sescathed from the Second Workd War. The only damuge dose wis
when a Jaganese shell strack one of the colamns in the apse on December 12, 1941,
and then again s 1944, when an American incendiary bomb strock the cathedral wall
80 the right of the front dooe but did mot explode,

After the war, mapor ropases were carmed out on an average of once every Twenty
years. In 1950, 3 donatiom from Mr, Tang King Po paid for re-roofiag the arca over the
Sacred Heart Chapel. Two years liter the central tower and spire were added, and St
Joseph's Chapel was expanded with the addition of a new side door at s back. In
1970 and again b0 1975 repairs were made to kaks in the roof, and in 1995 a new rood
replaced the old one over the Sacred Heart Chapel, Agasn in 19979, repaars bad 1o be
carrsed out, fiest 1o the soction  besween the muin altar and St. Joseph's before the rany
scason came, and then repairs 10 the whole roof,
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In 1922 & second floor was added 10 the sacristy, and in 1952 the parsh pocst
iscreased the beight of the central fower by placing a large cross om top of i Thas
beought some criticism from those who folt that the addition disturbed the acsthetie

symimetry of the onginal design.

During the general renovations of 1988, the stairway leading up 10 the sanctaary
was mised as extra sep. In 1993, the decorative capitals of the supporting columes
and the imncate mouldiegs behind and abonve the statoes around the sanctuary were
repaired and coverad with a protective coating 1o prevent decay.

Responsability for the care and upkeep of the cathedral is passed on 1o ¢ach
svovcending peeeratson. Changes will be made 1n the future just as they have beem made
i the past, It has been suggesiod that someday when the Cantas House whach s ot the
gt side of the cathodral, should be 1o down and rebuslt in such a way that the
cathedeal woukd become visible once again to strollers along Caine Road.
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Modernization

Moden times bring modern mgronements, and the cathedeal soumd sysiem o one
of them. Traditiosally, cathedrals were designed in harmony with nature. They were
hollow, open structures made of sione, with stoae Hoors and without pews. The pulpi
was attached 1o a central cobpmn and reached by o ypural staircase, From there the
preacher could make himsclf heard by progecting s yoice aver the heads of the
congregation, With the coming of modern sound systems, the lectons and celehrant
now speak from the loctern in (he sanctaary. Some of the more ornate of the ol palpiis
have been retained for their ammistic value, but most of them hase been dismantied like
the one i the Homg Kong Catholic Cathedral
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Modemn sechnology brings with ot comfort, convenience and even beauty, The
cathedral that once was illuminated by candlelight. and then gas lamps. mow uses
spotlights which are placed high up on its columns. The only camdbes beft are
ceremonsal and carmied in procession or placed on stands around the altar along side of
the oif lamps. The candles have always added sodesmity 50 the gream feaadays, as 3l
the altar boys who, mtired in bright red cansocks and whinte sarplices, would light those
around the high altar wah careful, almost scicaific precisiom, Churches continue 10
wse candles 1oday for their symbolic meanimg, and for the atmasphere they belp 10
creaic around lturgscal cercmonics.

Stone buildings with overbanging roofs and high ceilings were relatively cool,
Hand fans were wsually enomgh 10 make most churchgoers foed comfontable, except on
the hoetest days. Wih edectric lights, came wall and standing fass, and then air
conditsoners, Air condstioning ot oaly provaded cool Bt dey aur as well, This i
especially impoetant sn Hong Kong where the busmidity level is o high thit on certain
days the Moors and walls are covered with 3 wet blanket of moistare.
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Vatican 11 placed much importance in the Mass on proclasmang the Gospel
messape during the Liturgy of the Word and oo the communal meal aspect of the
Lisurgy of the Bucharist. The tabemnache wis moved Trom the main altar to the Sacred
Heart Chapel muking the altae-table even more the main focus of anention. The obd
pulpst was taken down and the lecsern given a muwve promisent place sear the altar
table i the senctuary. The smaller altars along 1he south wall were removed as pricsts
were encouraged 10 celebrate Mass together, along with the comosanity. Fisally, ihe
altar rnlings that hisd served 0 enclose the seactuary i isolation were taken away 1o

crcate a free and open space betweon pricsts and people.
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The shiftimg of the baptismal fom from one place 10 another aso refleciad the
theological troads of the day. In former times. the cathedral baptastry (2 smaller chapel
in which baptisms cessomanily take place) was inside the church 1o the Jeft of the mamn
eatrance. This location emphasased baptism s a ceansiog and ootrance nte into the
Cheistian commumity, After Vatican 11, however, the foot was moved 80 2 position
behind the altwable, close enough to it 10 usderline the connection between Haptaum
ind the Eucharist. Finally, the fost was returmed to the muain entrance o emphusize
ooce again baptism as the initiation mie of entrance into the church. The Easter Cundle
o placed directly behind it There  symbalizes the presence of the Resurrocied Lo,

the Light of the Workd
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The rencwal cocouraged simplicity in style und adomiment. The many sanctusry
L, which once hung from godden chadns om the pHllars susrounding the old altar,
were removed, excepe the one that contimecs 10 keop vigal at the tabemache in the
Sacred Heart Chapel. There are now four floor-length candle stands at the froee of the
altar-table, cach with a red oil lamp placed on 10p, These lamps are lighted ooly for
Bturgscal services. The statues of the saints, which look dowm from their pedestals on
the pallars a2 the comers of the sanctuary platform, have been painted over with while
enamel S0 a8 not 1o distract attentxon away from the altar-table self. Devation 10 the
Moat Blessed Sacrament, with Expositson and Besediction, continues, but it now takes
place im the Sacred  Heart Chapel, The meomany of the elaborate processsons im hooour
of Chnist the King, the Blessed Mother and the Most Blessed Sacrament, thal ooce
1ok place outside the churche are reesimed in smaller sad sbnpler vorssoms within the
body of the church proper. If same of the popular devations of the past seem 0 be oa
the wane, a strong Gospel and community cestred spensuality ks canerging to take theer
place,
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A Place For Celebration

What is sometimes overfooked by the cansal tomrist s that the cathedral is not yust
2 monament of the past, bet rather an active place of worship where Christians
continpe 10 come 1o cedebrate their faith, and ot just on spocial occassons but on a
regular basis. The central Itorgical act of wonhip for the Catholic is, and has always
been, the celehrution of Mass,

I the beginning, the cathedral celebrated four Masses cach Sunday moming, the
carliest at 6 and 1he latest @t 9230 Fram 1929 to 194%, the number was reduced o
throe. Afler the war, and with the influx of refugees from the mainkand. especially
during the carly 19505, theee moee Masses were added. Then in 1954, an evening Mass
brought the sotal member of Sunday Masses 10 seven, Today there are theoe morming
Masses and ooc in the evoaing, with an antcipatod Mass oo Swurday sight. There are
also two moming and one evoning Masses om cach woekday
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Special Celebrations

Other than ordenary Masses, baptisms, weddvng and Funcrals, the cathedral plays
host 10 masy spevial cedebranioms. Noteworthy amsong them ane 1wo solenn faschions
which expeess the authority of the bishop over bes diocese in a unigque way. The first is
the ondimation of young men o the pricsthood, and the second, the Mass of Chrism
which takes place during Holy Week on the moming of Holy Tharsday. The bashop is
the shepherd of his flock and the pastoral mandate Is invested in his oflice. By
ordaimng a young man 1o the pnesthood, he invites ham o share s his pastosal
mandate. The bashop = also the crdenary manivier for comsocrating the Haoly Osls that
are 10 be used By Bis poests theoughout the parnshes of the dsocuse whenever they
administer the sactaments. The pricsts of the diccese come together at the annual Mass
of Chrism to express their wnity and solidanty wigh thesr bashop in carrying oot the
pacstoral work of the Charch
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It is, however, in the celebvations om the diocesan level that the close relatonship
betwoen the Cathaden! and the entire diocese Bocomes mont visible. These occasions
inclode Workd Peace Day in January, Education Day in Sepeember, and the Gold and
Silver Johilee Celebratvons of priesthood and religiows peofession cach December, On
such occaaons, Catholics come from parishes all over the diocese 10 celebrate with the
bishop and his offical representasives therr commmmson with him and each other as
well as to experence in a spockal way their solidarity as a Tamily,

The cathedral has alwo been the venue for such Mstarical celebrutions as the
solemn closing of the Synod of Bishops. and, most recently, for the episcopal
consecration of Joseph Zon Ze-Kiwm. S DB, as Coadjutor Bishop of Hong Kong and
Jotm Tong Hoa. s s Asviliary Bishop, But perhaps the meost popular cvent held in
the cuthedral each year 1s the celebration of Mass at Midmight om Cheistas Eve.
Midmight Mass attracts Catholics and noe-Catholics alike, cspecially the youth of
Hoag Kong, who come to share in ihe joy, and cven ponder more deeply, into the
meaning of the mystery of the Binth of the Saviour.
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The Cathedral Parish and The Diocese

While the pastor of the cathedral s the bishop, Ihe day to day administration of
the panish is the respoasshility of the one appointed by him 50 the office of its panish
proest. While the bishop presades over all magor celobrations at the cathedral, sach as
Easter, Christmas and other mujor evonts, it is the parish pricst who takes case of the
pastorul and lituegical nocds of the members of the cathedral parish,

Acconding 2o canon law, the pansh is a temritonal smit within a &ocese. Although
the cathedral community has been in existence for over 110 years, it was oaly
officaally designatod as a pansh after Hong Kong became a Diocese @ 1946, Before
the Japanese occupation in 1941, the terms of most of Base who served as parish
peiesis were short, an exception bessg Giovannl M. Spada who served from 1934 1o
P2 The Jesuits from Ireland, which was neatral dunng the war, replaced the Ttalan
pricsts who were iterned by the Bratish when hostilities broke oet with Japan
m December of 1941, The ltalians were released from prison after the Jupancse
army occupied the termiory, putiing in prison camps missionacies of other natsonalitics.
Even the missionanios were caught up im the nathonabistic
fever that swept over the world danng the war yearns
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By 1961, the policy of the ladigenization and localization became o dominant
factor im apponnting parish pricsts to the catbedral panish. The first Chinese pansh
pricst of the modern cra was Peter Lot Wang-Kei who served from 1961 10 1971,
cxcept for a bese! intermuption from 19671968 when Leo Chan Pak-Leung 100k his
place. Later Father Lei became the second Chinese Bishop of Hong Koag when
Bishop Fraovis Hsu, the first Chinese Bishop, died in 1973 Bishop Led, unfortunssely
diad vee year Later, on July 23, 1974, The diocese was withowt an ondinary (and the
Cathedral without 2 Pastor) for almost a year. Oa Apnl 5, 1975, Jobo Bagtist W
Cheng-Chung was appoinied the fifth bishop of Hoeg Kong. He wan consecrated and
installed om July 25, (Bishop Wo was made a member of the college of Candmals on
2% June, 19881 In 1971, Anchony Tsang Heog-Lam was appointed parish priest. Then
0 1981, be was followed by James Was Ngao-Pak who served for ehevon years. John B,
Tsamg. the present parish pricst and the younger brother of Anthony Tsang, 100k up the
post in 1992,
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The Parish House

In 1955, 2 five sorey building was budlt directly behind the cathedral 10 house the
parsh offices and coaference rooms. It also served as the pricsts” residence watil the
completion of the Diocesan Centre an 1977, This made adminkvranon of the parish
casier since all parish work was concentrated in the oo facility, It soon became the
centre and focal posnt of parish life and activity, Among the many older parish
associntions still hold their mectings here arc: the Society of St Vincent De Paul,
the Confrmematy of the Blessed Sacrament, St Joseph's Assocuation, the St Jobn
Berchman Altar Boys" Society, the Cathedral Choir, the Legion of Mary and the
Cathedral Credit Union. When Vatican 1l supposad tihe concept of clse cooperalion
und shared responsibility between the clergy and the laity walin the Christian
community, i gave rise 10 the establishment of Parish Councils throughost the
Catholic world. The Cathedral Parish Council was established and since them has
actively particepated with the parksh priest in the maserial and spiritual developament of
the parish community. The Councel meets in the parish office buakding as do the moee
recently established parish organizations, sharing space with the older parinh
associations. These service sovieties include: Eucharistic Ministens, the Cathodral
Sunday School, the Engledh Langusge Sunday School o Locioe’s Association
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The space surrousding the cathedral bailding has been subjoect 0 many changes
during recent yeans. Loag gooe are the church bell tower, the troes and groesery that
provided cool sheliens from the sum. What once was a spacious gachering place for
reccptions and other fonctaons, where matsheds could be evected overmght 1o hosse
the annual bazaar or o receive guests, has now give way 0 a parkiog loc, where our
sealous traffic controllers try 80 squocze as msany cars & posssble into an increasingly
shrinking space for Sunday services.

Dwring the War, masy people would nush 1o the cathedral during aar raids in fear
for their own safety, hoping that the bombers woeld, out of respect, spare the church
ad its buithdngs, Duning the post-war years, and ap untel the presemt timne, the church
grosmds were sometimes used for political demonstrations for 0oc cause or another.
The demoastraton hoped 1o draw peoplc’s attention o vanoss important social issees
ol the day

13
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Conclusion

It seems like 2 loag tme ago sioce the Catholic Missson fing sawed its seed in
Wellington Street. Down theough the years, as the Mission grew and expanded along
with the rest of the ooty o saw many ups and downs and shared many jovs and somows
with s people. When it finally outgrew its peemises on Wollington Stroct, it moved o
Caine Road 10 st down permanent roots. The Cathodral quickly became a centrepicce
of this scenic neighbourhood on the side of 2 mountain overlooking Hong Kong
harbour. Here it Bas stood for over a hundred and den years. But the community of
people that Bad ats begannings on Wellington Street bas spread down through the
decados into every corner of Hoag Kong, becoming not caly a spentual but a social
foece in shaping this city. The Cathedral, now, is moee than a house of prayer with an
interesting past, It is very mech alive in the peesent. the cemtre poist of an ever
capanding community whose childron take cosrage from those who have borne the
burdens of the past and who commit theemselves with renewed hope and coafidence o
the future of their oy, Hong Kong., and of masnlasd China, thesr Fatherland.
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Orcdanaries of the Hoog Kong Cathole Mission
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1847 . 1850
1550 . 1555
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1567 - 1568
156K .« IX74
1874 - 10
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1924 - 1926
1926 - 1946
1946 - 1951
1951 - 199
1969 - 1973
1973 . 1974
1974 . 1998
1975
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1900 - 1919
19131919
1920 . 19258
1924 - 1926
1927
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1933

1934 . 192
1934 - 1935
1M1

12 . 1948
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1946 - 1'NB
1939 . 1%
1957 - 1958
1961 - 1967
1967 - 1908
1969 - 1971
1971 < 1976
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1977 - 1980
1991 - 1992
1992
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