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Since its first formal contacts with the Portuguese in 1557, Macao, a city that

has experienced the influences of both Chinese and Western cultures for nearly five

hundred years, has offered a striking array of art, customs and other cultural traditions.

Such cultural traditions are neither Chinese nor Portuguese, but are a product of the

blending of the two, combined with the influence of other countries as well. The

result is a culture that is unique in the world.

Since as early as 1976, Macao has begun putting full efforts into the protection

of its cultural heritage, especially its built heritage. However, certain objects of a

smaller scale, which also reflect the unique culture, are overlooked; especially since

Macao's return to China, some of them have been damaged due to changing political

ideology a good example of which is the design of street signage, the topic of this

dissertation.

As an element of the urban landscape, street signs perform the main function of

conveying information. However, history has bestowed it other significances as well.

Through street signs, we can see social history, urban concepts, the different social

values, the way different ethnic groups coexist and also the exchange of culture, art

and technology. In a word, the evolution of street signs is also the profile of Macao's

socio-political development.

The exploration of street signs is not an end in itself; the aim is to remind people

of the cultural relics that surround us, be it big or small, rare or common, which form

vital parts of our heritage. It is only when we conserve them and respect its inherent

meanings and significance in its truthful completeness and not politically correct

selected parts that the uniqueness of Macao's cultural identity can be sustained.
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