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A Silk and Spice Route Time Chart

“

Middle East &

Central Asia China & the Far East
3000- ¢.3000 Minoan civilization, the €.3000 Egyptian bieroghphics in use. | €.30000 84k first produced in China.
0 BCE earliest in Europe, develops in Crete. | c.1500-600 Vedic Period in India, | c.2205-1766 Xia Dynasty in China.
¢.1000-800 Greek speaking peoples | Hindu religion established. First use of written symbols.
move into Greece and begin to trade | €500 founded in India. | c.1766-1027 Shang dynastyin China.
by sea throughout the Mediterranean. | 550=330 Achaemenid Empire of 1027-221 Zhou dynasty in China.
753 Rome founded. Persia. official state | 221-206 Qin dynasty unites whole of
c.450 Athens emerges as the strongest | religion. %ynasty ’a% to Alexander, | China for first time.
city-state in Greece and the centre of | bringing Greek influences to Asia. 202 Han dynasty founded. Further
Greek cultural development. 250-139 Graeco-Bactrian kingdom | develops a sophisticated civil service
336-323 Empire of Alexander the of Central Asia. to admindister its vast empire.
Great. Asian influences introduced | 247-170 Parthians establish their €100 Han empire expands in Tarim
into European culture. Persian Empire. region of Central Asia. Enables Stk
¢.250 Roman expansion begins. 200s Buddhism begins to spread Route to operate right across Asia,
146 Greece comes under Roman rule. | north. Gandbara art style emerges. | connecting China with the West.
1cE- 117 CE Roman Empire at its largest; | €29 CE. Death of Jesus Christ. 100 CE First Budadbist conversions in
500 a major market for eastern goods. Spread of 7 begins. China.
310-337 Reign of Emperor ©70-224 Kushan Empire of Central | 220 Han Dynasty collapses. China
Constantine. Christianity adopted as | Asia. Sogdians trading on Silk Route. | fragments into three.
official Roman religion. Constan- 224 Sasanians seize power from 316-598 Rival dynasties in north and
tinople replaces Rome as capital. Parthians. Their empire a strong south China.
395 Roman Empire splits into two. cultural influence along trade routes. | 3008 Secret of sericulture begins to
476 Western Roman Empire collapses. | €276 Death of Mani in Persia. spread west along the Silk Route.
486 Frankish kingdom, with lands in W@ spreads through Asia | c.400 Chinese script introduced into
Germany and France, formed. a urope. Dies out by 14th Century. | Japan.
501~ 610 Roman Empire now focused 500s Turks establish empire across 552 Buddbism introduced into fapan.
1000 around eastern Mediterranean; northern Asia, taking in Sogdian 589 Sui dynasty reunites China.
known as Byzantine Empire. territories. Sogdians still trade. 618-907 Tang dynasty rules in
711 Arabs conquer Spain. 622 The religion of Islam founded. China. For first two centuries,
793-94 Vikings begin to raid northern | @32 Death of Mubammad. Myslim Budadbism flourishes and China very
Europe. Arab expansion begins. open to foreign cultural influences.
800 Charlemagne crowned 651 Sasanian Persia falls to the Arabs. | 794-1185 Heian Period in Japan.
Emperor of a new Frankish Western | Islamic culture developing with 800s'First ‘tgmgan made in China.
(later Holy Roman) Empire. Sasanian and Byzantine influences. | 907-76 China divided by civil wars.
800s Venice formed as a city-state. mid-900s Muslim Empire fragments. | 976 Song dynasty reunites China.
1001- 1001 Start of Medieval Period. 1260=1368 Mongols control Central (1126 China divided into two.
1400 10961291 European Christians and much of Western Asia. Silk Route | 1196 Ghengis Khan unites Mong
undertake crusades to regain the trade under Pax Mongolica. | Expansion of Mongol Empire beg
Holy Land from its Muslim rulers. 1281- eign of Osman I, 1227 Death of Ghengis Kban.
11005 Silk production and weaving | founder of Turkish Ottoman Empire. | 1264 Kublai Kban founds Monga
established in [tgly. 1325-48 Ibn Battuta travels Yuan dynasty in China.
1236 Mongols invade Russia. throughout Asia. 1368 Yuan dynasty overtbrown
1271 w sets ot for the East. replaced by Chinese Ming dynast
1401- ¢.1401 Renaissance period begins. 1405 Death of Tamerlane marks final | 1405=33 Chinese explore the Spi
1750 1453 Constantinople falls to Ottoman Routes as far as Africa.

Turks. Byzantine Empire ends.

1488 Bartolomeu Dias sails round the

southern tip of Africa.

1492 All Muslim power in Spain ends.

1492 reaches America.
1497 sails from
Portugal via A to India.

c1600 and ish begin to
trade direct with India and beyond.
¢.1750 The start of the European
Industrial Revolution.

collapse of Mongol power. Silk Route
r

W internationally.
radual decline of trade
routes linking the Indian Ocean
with the Mediterranean.

1510 Bortuguese capture Goa on
west coast of India.

1526-1857 Muslim Mughal dynasty
ofIndia. Encourages European trade.
1566 Ottoman Empire at its largest.
1594 English first irade with India,
the start of their influence there.

c.1450 Chinese adopt an isolatio
Jforeign policy. Discourages trade
1511 Portuguese take the Spice
Route port of Malaka,

15701637 Nagasaki, Japan, op:
Jforeign traders. After this briefpe
Japan closed to foreigners until 1
1596 Dutch arrive in East Indies
1644-1912 Qing (Manchu) dyn.
rules China. Limited foreign traa
until forced to open ports in 184.



Silk Roads Project
“Integral Study of the Silf Roads: Roads of Dialogue”
1988-1997, Unesco Expeditions
(http.//www.world-challenge.co.uk/pages/silk-road-itinerary.asp)
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SILK ROADS PROJECT EXPEDITIONS

. i'.'.
i

“n KHORDO

ALMA-ATA @
AUMTI
= AEAN

.. PESHAWAR
S ¥

~Hhsung p®
et
o HE]

" TARILA
W, LAHORE 3
3 2
..- o T
" HATHUAA A
T -‘-~ EHIIINUU

GuANGZHOU
=

= MANDALAY

UOBADITHY -.
[t

e
e !
iz8d 10 ate. waLingl o o :

wmmemee FUlige wxpoditiofs racomagndod o
tho Consultalive Cammitiea.( page 3 |

®  intornational saminar

a




R4 18
(http://baike.baidu.com/view/831997.htm)

WWW.SHOWCHEER.COM

(http.//baike.baidu.com/image/148f28d3bd086b1e3af3cff5)

Erythrina variegata (Tiger's Claw, Indian Coral Tree and Sunshine Tree)
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Tombstone of Andreas da Perugia, Franciscan Bishop of
Quanzhou (Zayton) Born in Perugia, Italy and died circa 1332 in
Quanzhou. Original now in Beijing, copy in Quanzhou Maritime
Museum. The stone still shows signs of the Latin inscription along
with carvings of two figures with billowing scarves and flowing
draperies supporting a stand bearing a lotus flower and the lower
arm of a cross.

Discovered in 1946, a photograph of the stone was sent to John
Foster — a scholar of Nestorianism in China - in the UK who
identified the language as Latin and Professor C. J. Fordyce partially
deciphered it as follows: t Hic ...sepultus est Andreas Perusinus
(devotus ep.

Cayton....... ordinis (fratrum min.) ....... Jesus

Christi........ Apostolus........ (in mense) ....... M (ccexx)xii + 1332 1
[Here is buried Andrew of Perugia devoted bishop of Quanzhou...
Order of Friars Minor ...Apostle of Jesus Christ in...month...1332]

http://usf.usfca.edu/ricci/events/lotusandcross/lotusandcross35.ht
m

http://babelstone.co.uk/Blog/2006/11/christian-tombstones-
ofzayton. Html



Nestorians celebrating Palm Sunday
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Cao'an Manichean Temple

http://www.chinahighlights.com/quanzhou/attraction/manicheism-sites-of-

hatched-hut-nunnery.htm

http://history.cultural-china.com/en/167History3797.html

The Manichean Buddha statue in Cao'an Temple was the memorial
symbol of the colloquium. In February, 1991, a "Silk Road of the
Sea" delegation from the United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organization visited Cao'an Temple and deemed it as the
"biggest discovery"of the investigation.

Cao'an Temple was built in front of a mountain. It is a stone temple,
in the architecture form of Dan Yan Xie Shan Shi. It is about 3
Kaijian wide, with four rafters. The special design of the crossbeam
under the eave makes the temple simplistic and antique.

The sitting Manichean Amitabha relief sculpture on the cliff is the
most precious in the Temple. Its shrine is round, with a diameter of
1.68 meters, and the sitting statue itself is 1.52 meters long. It is
unique that the face of the Buddha's statue is light greenish-blue
while his hands are pink, with greyish-white clothes. This is because
the sculptor took advantage of the three natural colors in rocks.



This is the only existing stone statue of the Manichean Buddha in
the world, so it is a national heritage conservation site. On the top
left corner of the niche for the Buddha is carved a five-line passage
in regular script expressing the thanks of the founder of the temple,
Chen Zhenze. On the top right corner is a roughly-carved passage
remembering various people's contribution to the temple. These
characters are of great value because this is the only existing stone
statue of Manichean Buddha in the world and the only written
evidence of the construction era of the temple. Also, it is first-hand
historical material essential in studying Zoroastrianism in
Quanzhou.
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Arabian Sea
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Map Symbols
1. International boundary
2. Mountain range

60 AAAAA Pamirs

3. River (R)

4. Principal lown, e 9.
OKapilavasy
5. HsOan Tsang's route:
Outward
Return

KOREA

o

Map showing route taken
by Hsiian Tsang in the
Si-yii-ki (AD 629-645)

Capyright © 2001 by Chan Khoon San

htto.://nalanda-insatiableinoffering.blogspot. com/2010/06/xuanzang-and-fahein-about-

griddhkuta.html
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Marco Polo (1254 - 1324)

IL LIBRO DI MARCO POLO
DETTO MILIONE

Nella versione trecentesca dell’« ottimo »

CXXXVI.
DELLA CITTA CHIAMATA ZARTON (ZAITUN).
Or sappiate che, quando I'uomo si parte da Fugni (Fugiu),

¢’ passa il fiume, e va cinque giornate per isciroc, tuttavia
trovando citth e castella assai, dove hae d’ogni cosa gran



dovizia. E v’ha monti e valli e piani, e havvi molti boschi
e molti albori che fanno la canfora; e v’ha uccelli e bestie
assai; e vivono di mercatanzia e d’arti, e sono idoli come
quelli di sopra. Di capo di queste cinque giornate si truova
una cittd c’ha nome Zartom (Zaitun), ch’¢ molto grande
¢ nobile, ed & porto ove tutte le navi d’India fanno capo
con molta mercatanzia di pietre preziose e d’altre cose,
come perle grosse e buone. E questo ¢ il porto degli mer-
catanti delli Magi (Mangi); e attorno a questo porto ha
tante navi di mercatanti ch’® maraviglia; e di questa citt
vanno poscia per tutta la provincia delli Magi (Mangi).
E per una nave di pepe, che viene in Alessandra per venire
in cristianitd, si ne vanno a questa cittd cinquanta!, ché
questo &e uno delli buoni porti del mondo, dove viene pit
mercatanzia. E sappiate che '] Gran Cane di questo porto
traec grande prode della mercatanzia, peroché d’ogni cosa
che vi viene conviene ch’egli abbia dieci per cento, cio¢
delle dieci parti 'una d’ogni cosa. Le navi si togliono per
lo salaro di mercatanzie sottile trenta per cento, e del pepe
quarantaquattro per cento, e del legno aloe o di sandali
e d’altre mercatanzie grosse quaranta per cento: si che
gli mercatanti danno, tra le navi e al Gran Cane, bene il
mezzo di tutto. E perd il Gran Cane guadagna grande
quantitd di tesoro di questa citth. E sono idoli, e la terra
ha grande abondanza d’ogni cosa da vivere. E in questa
provincia hae una citth c’ha nome Tenugnise (Tiungiu),
che vi si fanno le piti belle iscodelle di porcellane del mondo.
E non ve ne se ne fae in altro luogo del mondo, e quindi
si porta in d’ogni parte. E per uno viniziano se n’avrebbe
tre, le pit belle del mondo e le pid divisate. Ora avemo
contato, degli otto! reami, gli tre delli Magi (Mangi), cio¢
Cigni (Jangiu) ¢ Quisai (Chinsai) ¢ Fugiu. Degli altri reami
non conto, peroché sarebbe lunga mena; ma dirovvi del-
I'India, ov’ha cose bellissime da ricordare; ed io Marco Polo
tanto vi stetti che bene lo saprd contare per ordine 2.
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