
In medias res, ‘into the middle of 
things’, applied to the common 
technique of storytelling by which the 
narrator begins the story at some 
exciting point in the middle of the 
action, thereby gaining the reader's 
interest before explaining preceding 
events by analepses (‘flashbacks’) at 
some later stage. It was conventional 
to begin epic poems in medias res, as 
Milton does in Paradise Lost. The 
technique is also common in plays and 
in prose fiction: for example, 
Katherine Mansfield's short story ‘A 
Dill Pickle’ (1920) begins in medias 
res with the sentence: ‘And then, after 
six years, she saw him again.’ (Source: 
http://www.answers.com/topic/in-medias-res) 
 

 

 
 
Deus ex machina,  Stage device in 
Greek and Roman drama in which a 
god appeared in the sky by means of a 
crane (Greek, mechane) to resolve the 
plot of a play. Plays by Sophocles and 
particularly Euripides sometimes 
require the device. The term now 
denotes something that appears 
suddenly and unexpectedly and 
provides an artificial solution to an 
apparently insoluble difficulty. (Source: 
http://www.answers.com/topic/deus-ex-
machina 

 
Homer : Ὀδύσσεια (Odyssey)  



 
 
  Exit,  exeunt. 

 


