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The undabelod scripts of ndia arc:
(west) Gurmub i, Gugarati, Kanaada, Malayalam,
and (east) Tansld, Tedugu, Oriya, Beogall, Burmese.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File: WritingSystemsofthe World4.png

Sunday, 2 June, 13


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:WritingSystemsoftheWorld4.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:WritingSystemsoftheWorld4.png

g

Greek & Italic Legends

CG Cynillic & Glagplitic
F  Futhark

Araroaic Legends
N Nabataean S Syriac
P Palogrene H Hatman

M Mandaic
| Jewish
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Phoenician

Quick Facts

e — BN = HE)

Type Consonantal Alphabetic
Genealogy  Proto-Sinaitic
Location West Asia

Time 1100 BCE to 300 CE

' Direction Right to Left

o o
0

M
\\
758

Greece Turkey

Meaiteranean -~ 3 Syrla 2
Tunisia b offalas ) %
co- Iraq
POWERED BY 1

C@'ng Libya Egypt Jerms ofUSQ‘

The Phoenician script is an important "trunk”® in the alphabet tree, in that many modern scripts can be
traced through it. Arabic, Hebrew, Latin, and Greek scripts are all descended from Phoenician.

Phoenician is a direct descendent of the Proto-Sinaitic script. Like Proto-Sinaitic, Phoenician is a
"consonantal alphabet”, also known as "abjad", and only contains letters representing consonants. Vowels
are generally omitted in this phase of the writing system.

The major change between Proto-Sinaitic and Phoenician is graphical. The Phoenician letter shapes grew
to be more abstract and linear, in comparison to the more "pictographic” shape of Proto-Sinaitic signs.

The following are the 22 Phoenician letters.

*aleph
beth
gimmel
daleth
he

waw

zayin

heth

teth

yodh

X OP®MH<XWEN >R

kaph

[’

(b]
lal
(d]
(h)
(w]
(z]
(h]
[

lv]

(k]

XEEA0903F3VOHIT I

lamedh

mem

nun

samekh

*ayin

pe

tsade

qoph

U
[m]
[n]
[s]
[*)
(]
[s]
lal
[r]
(5]

[t
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First written language to be based on an Alphabet was Phoenician.

LY 4 a147F

e - 0 G STOP
‘ CAYIN WAW e JALETH GIVEL HETH '.;)';L;)"
WEAPON HOOK UNKNOWN DOOR THROW-STICK HOUSE O
N “ L K Y T =
NUN MEM LAMEDH AP YOOM TET™ HETH
FISH WATER OX-GOAD PALM OF HMAND HAND UNKNOWN FENCE
T SH B Q S B MUTE S
TAW SHIN RESH QCPH SADHE PEH AYIN SAMEKM
MARK TOO™ HEAD MONKEY FISHHOOK MOUTH EYE SUPPORT
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Phoenician lonia Athens Corinth Argos
alpha ‘4: l\ ‘\ l\ l\
ew 9 B B WU T
amma A [ A <C PA
wa a A A A D
epsilon a ﬁE EE B EE
digamma Y R Rk FRF
G EAR S R B
eta HB
heta B HB HE HB
hen @ OO OO OR B®
ota A | . |22 o
kappa K K K K
ambia ¢ PA L PN F
mu 1 ™M MM MM ™M
nu “ PN PN PN PN
xi E A S
omicron O O O O O
pi 2 f0 il B B B 1
san | M M
wpa P @ Q@ @ 9
tho 4 PD PR PR PR
sigma A\ b3 js S
tau > S LT N P |
upsilon V Y Y V I’ V Y V
phi ¢ ¢ o o
khi X X X X
psi YV YV V
omega Q
sampi T

Crete Euboea

A
rB
A
A
RE
R
1E

HB
DR
S
K
MA
"M
"N

03X 10 H

<

A
B
<C
D
RE
R
I

HE
e®
I
K
L
"M

=
7

e dAVwTvoxTI0X

Modern

Aa
Bp
Iy
Ad
Ee
FF
Zg
Hn

®0
It
K x
AA
M p
Nv
E&
Oo
I[In

Q9
Pp
20
et
Yv
® ¢
X%
Yy
Qo
DR

AP

[a]
(b]
]
d]
e]
(w]
[zd)
[e:)
(h]
(t")
(1]
(k]

(1

[n]
[ks)
o]
(p]
[s]
(k)
[r]
[s]
[t)
[u, 4]
(p"
(k")
[ps]
[o]

MP

(a)
v
l¥)
(3]
(e]
(w]

(z)

(0]
U]
(k]
U

(n]
(ks)
)

(p]

(r]
(s]
[t
[i, v)

(¢, x]
(ps)

(o]

i

{44 éE
AR EE
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Etruscan =

= 1 [ anea  / 2unharrsdw v« Heogery |
| Quick | "'d' ) e o Meane & ¢ A Romat
ifype CaV Alphabetic = 90 rorm R L d
|Genealogy  Proto-Sinaitic > Greek Margectal ly S =
\Location  Europe > Italy Barcgions ok i Bulga
| Time 700 BCE to 100 C& - s

[Direction  Righttolet Gougk Map dete $2013 - mg..‘
The Eruscans were the Srst people in the ltalic peninsula to leam 1o write. They adopted the Euboean
Greek alphabet, and from !em writing spread 1 other cultures of the ltalic peninsula such as the
Romans,

The Eruscan language has never been conclusively shown 10 be related to any other language in the
world. The problem is compounded by the fact that the textual corpus is limited in scope, mossy from
ombsiones, Imagine trying 10 reconsruct any language from texts in cemetaries. Chances are youll get
geneological words, personal ises, and brief dedicalory sentences. There are some bilingual t2xis with
Phoenician, but they are short and few in number. As a consequence, the Eruscan language remains
poorly understood.

The following table represent various stages of the Ewruscan alphabel The "Model® alphabet is
basically the Euboean Greek aiphabetl, and was no! used but probably leamed as part of a literate
person's training. The "Archaic™ alphabet was used between the Bth and 4th century BCE, before the
Etruscans were parn of the Roman Empire. The "Late” version was used from the 4th century BCE 1 the
1st century CE, at a time when Etruscan as a language was rapidly being replaced by Latin. The
knowledge of Etruscan finally died out by the 1st century CE.

Euboean Model Archasc Late Latin Phonetic
Greek

Evruscan Evuscan Evuscan Value
AA Aa A A A fal
B { B ib)
<C 1 ) ) CG 1k}
b qa D tdl
EE 3 E | 3 E le)
S g 3 3 I 1w
L 1! 1 it (Z) 12)
BH g g B@® 1 ih]
HR0 ® ®0 (0]e) 1t
| | I | | 10
K A p K [k
b d J N L n
MM e | “ m M im)
MN N b n N In
x @8 Is)
O (@) O lo)
T 1 1 1 P (1]
M M M M 15
? Q Q Q fal
P 4 q 0 R 3]
b3 $ 2 2 S Is)
15 T 1F Tr T T
rvy Y 3 f Vv \% lu)
X X X ks
L10) P P (0] 1b")
YV ) f Y 7 e
(88) 8 1n

I
Ll

T
Ll
i
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Quick Facts | [iJenace ' \
;,. ------------------------------------------------------------------- ! B 'taly \\\ /E
| Type CBV Alphabetic P ){,
§Genealogy Proto-Sinaitic > Greek E Rse Montenegro
| Location Europe oy g Tira
| Time 700 BCE to Present B 5 Al
Direction  Lef to Right ‘Google 1y et 02013 Googs: Tems ot se

Rome was a little guiet town on the shores of the Tiber river when her Latin-speaking citizens leamed
writing from the Etruscans. A few hundred years later, the Romans brought their alphabet to wherever they
went (more specifically, conquered). Because of the prestige of Roman culture, many non-Roman
*barbarian® nations embraced Latin for court use, and adopted the Latin alphabet to write their own
language. Consequently, Westem European nations all wrote using the Latin alphabet, and with European
imperialism in the last 500 years, the Latin alphabet (with local modifications) is probably the most
ubiquitous writing system in the world.

Even though the Latin alphabet is essentially what you're seeing in front of you, the original version was
quite different. As Latium (the region where Latin is spoken and Rome is located) and Etruria (the region
where Etruscan is spoken) are adjacent to each other, the very first examples of the Latin alphabet
resemble the Etryscan alphabet. Neardy all the letters were adopted with the same phonetic values and
graphical shapes. Also, the direction of writing was like Etruscan, either right-todeft, boustrophedon, or
even left-to-right for about a hundred years during the 6th century BCE (once again influenced by Etruscan
fads). On the other hand, the Latins did modify the Etruscan alphabet to suit their language. They threw

away the signs M, I, P, @, and Y (15>], [2), (0", ("), and [K"] respectively) because Latin didnt have
those sounds. On the flip side, Latin also had sounds not present in Etruscan. One solution was to invent
the letter G by adding a vertical stroke to the letter C. Similarly, the Latins “resurrected” the letters O and D,
which were not used in Etruscan but kept for tradition. The letter F, which in Etruscan represented the

sound [v], was eventually reused for [f]. Etruscan wrote the [f] sound with the digraph 15 HF, a convention

also used in the eariest Latin inscriptions. The Latins also took Q and used it for their (k"] sound most
likely since it already appears in front of v in Etruscan.

Slowly the Latin alphabet became increasingly standardized. Writing direction settled on left-to-right toward
the 5th or 4th century BCE, and letter shapes became more or less the same in Latium. And by Rome's
Republican peried (3rd century BCE), the Latin alphabet has evolved to the “modem” form:

arcac A8 A4 HEE MO @i q R T VX
cascas ABCDEFGHIKLMNOPQRSTVX

Translit gt hivvesnds anl i g e k] e e Pl g B e s

Phonetic [a] [b) [k] [d] le] [l lg] [h) [yl (kI [1 [m] [n] (o] [p] [k*] [r] [s] [t [uw](ks]

The letters Y and Z were added for to write Greeks loan words during the early Imperial period (1st century
BCE). With these two additions, the Latin alphabet at the late antiquity was neary identical to most
Westem European alphabets. During the middie ages, new letters were created by slightly modifying an
existing letter. The letter | was used for both [i] and [y), and so J was created from to represent the [y
semi-vowel. Similarly, v doubles as [u] and [w], and so U was created to denote [u] while Vv stood for [v]
only. Still later, the letter W was created in Germanic-speaking regions from doubling U to represent the [v]
sound (while the letter v shifted to represent [f]). This doubling trick is also found in other places such as
Spanish where the letter N originated from the NN,

As you might have noticed, the classical Roman Latin alphabet only has what we called “upper case®, or
majuscule, letters, So where did “lower case®, or minuscule, letters come from? By the 4th century CE, a
semi-cursive style called uncial was being used for handwriting. Uncial is considered a majuscule style but
with rounded letters. Eventually this evolved into the minuscule style by the 8th century CE. Onginally the
two styles were used separately, majuscules for monumental inscription, and minuscules for manuscripts.
However, during the reign of Chares the Great (early Sth century CE) the Carolingian Reform forced the
merging of the two styles and the creation of the "dual alphabet®. With this, our modemn Roman alphabet
was bom.
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A B
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FE LA [ F FA RIS B (Perseus) [A] 4 HS P S 1 45 R H

= %A B (Punio) B FH (22 TTHI 149 1465F)
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TR IBJE L 7ES (Constitutio Antoniniana)
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