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Church renewal after Vatican Il

The maturing of a society and a Church from the 1960s to the 1980s

Dr. Peter K.H. Cheung
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COUNCIL OF VATICAN I

Aggiornamento
Diocesan Convention
Liturgical Renewal
Ecumenism

Laity in the Church
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Aggiornamento

1789 French Revolution; conflict : modern industrial & traditional agricultural

1801 Concordat; Pius VIl (-1905 Church/State separation) : abandon claims
to church lands confiscated; State nominate bishops, pay clerical salaries,

clergy swore allegiance to State

1804 Napoleon’s Coronation (Pius VII)

1961 Unification of Italy (w/o Venice and Papal States)
1870 Vat |. Papal Infallibility; Pius 1X: Prisoner in Rome

1891 Rerum Novarum (Leo Xlll) (Between Socialism & Capitalism . This
stand of Church became evident after World War |l when the world was

divided into 2 major camps)
1929 Lateran Treaty: Vatican City State

1962-65 Vat



Aggiornamento (Gaudium et Spes)

From self-imprisoned in fortress to
dialogue with the world and other religions

"I want to throw open the windows of the Church so that we

can see out and the people can seein."

No more cassocks; Salutation of Peace; Student Guitar Mass
(Utrecht); Worker priests; Shalom Movement (Holland); Self-

examination (Sociology of Religion, F. Houtart)



From Vat | 1870 to Vat |l 1962-5

Vatican | adjourned in 1870:

Papal Infallibility.
Cut short when Italian Army entered Rome

Pastoral and dogmatic issues were left un-discussed.

5 more popes till Vatican Il
Pope John XXIII, the 215t Ecumenical Council.



4 future Popes at Vatican Council Il

Vat Il 1962-65 (Convened by John XXIII at 80,
closed under Paul VI)

4 future Popes took part in the council's opening
session:Paul VI; John Paul |; John Paul Il; and

35-year-old Father Joseph Ratzinger, a theological

consultant, 40 years later became Pope Benedict
XVI.



Aggiornamento (Gaudium et Spes)

Sense of Urgency: “The Church cannot afford to delay.... if itis

not to perish, to proclaim its ancient principles with vigor.”
Return to roots: Scripture, apostolic, patristic traditions.
Divine / Human, Mystery / visible, tangible reality
Already/ Not yet: Pilgrimage; Church of Sinners

Coming of a World Church: from Jewish; to Greek; to World



Criticisms
From the Right (1)

Cardinal Manning:

"to convoke a General Council except when absolutely
demanded by necessity, is to tempt God” (to deal only

with heresies, schisms)
Pastoral, not Dogmatic Council:

“avoided solemn dogmatic definitions backed by

infallible authority”



Criticisms
From the Right (2)

For two years 871 international scholars prepared drafts
on the instructions of Pope John. In 1962, Dutch and
German clergy arrived in Rome. The Dutch hierarchy
suggested a complete re-writing. The great majority of
the Council Fathers voted FOR this.

t was no longer possible,” one bishop said, "to speak
about Our Lady” as Mother of the Church and Mediatrix
of all Graces. Four cardinals from the Rhine countries
said these titles were "not in keeping with the
ecumenical tendencies of Protestantism”.

“If the Church were not divine this Council (Vatican Il)
would have buried it.” - Cardinal Giuseoppe Siri



Criticisms
From the Left

Just Catching Up with the 1789 French Revolution
The Church has not yet accepted values of 1789:
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity

Not responsive to problems of a world disenchanted, principally
guided by market and empirical, evidenced-based principles.

Issues not tackled:
Nature/ Free Choice: Gender, Sexuality, Genetics/Ethics
Development / Ecology; Internet;
Poverty; Violence; Violations of Human Rights ....
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Vat Il and HK Church

Diocesan Convention 1970-71
Bishop Francis Hsu 1969-73
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Vat Il and HK Church

Diocesan Convention 1970-71
Bishop Francis Hsu 1969-73
An Impetus from the Centre

In the service of
Diocese? Church? God’s Kingdom?



Vatican |l and Hong Kong

In Rome, it started from the Periphery to the Center: Renewal
from below. Prepared by e.g.

Liturgical Movements (Taize)

Biblical Movements (Return to the Source)

Encountering Resistance at the Center

In Hong Kong movement from Center to Periphery?
Resistance?
Some apathy (clergy? laity?)

Something is missing
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Vatican Il and Hong Kong Church
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Vat |l and Liturgical Renewal

. From Latin to Vernacular: Mass, sacraments
(participation, experience-near)

.- Mass facing the people instead of East

. Lectern for scripture

. Community prayer of the faithful



Vat |l and Liturgical Renewal

Communion in the hand (condemned as
abuse in 650 Synod of Rouen; 16" century,
testified to real presence against

reformation’s symbolic presence);

Eucharistic fast



Liturgy Fons et Culmen

Liturgy: Culmen et Fons? Rooted in life

experience? "{RERE HEE TR
=l > [FRSOEHE V2RV RTR ) (SCH10)

Litu rgy of Life (A. Pieris: Spirituality & Liberation)

Secular Liturgy (e. schillebeeckx)
Life: Culmen et Fons of Liturgy?



Liturgy
In-culturation #e@EmERE G

Design Prayers for traditional
celebrations : New Year; Ching Ming;
Chung Yeung; ...

Architectural Designs Adapting to
Chinese Cultural Aesthetics



Liturgy
In-culturation #e@EmERE G

But

How do we understand offering Mass for the deceased
every 7th day after death? and

Allowing Catholic and traditional funeral rites
simultaneously (in NT)?

Accompanying the dying and the living in facing the
reality of death (cognitively, emotionally, and spiritually)
in time-conscious and efficient HK #&jfpn =

Responding to worldly desires: yisk1E%=E ... (5 FTH)
& Responding to God’s Call (FEREEF)



Liturgy and Pastoral Ministry
Matrimony in the 215t Century

Increasing fragility of the marital relationship in
the 21st century (dis-embedded)

Response: Tying the sacrament of matrimony
to the Pre-Marriage Program. Is this an
adequate response?

What about re-marriages outside the church”?
Same-sex marriages?

Co-habitation”?
Single but not celibate?



Ecumenism

No salvation outside the Church

This is the one Church of Christ which in the Creed is
professed as one, holy, catholic and apostolic, ...
which He erected for all ages as "the pillar and
mainstay of the truth® This Church constituted and
organized in the world as a society, subsists in the
Catholic Church, which is governed by the successor
of Peter and by the Bishops in communion with him,
although many elements of sanctification and of
truth are found outside of its visible structure. These
elements, as gifts belonging to the Church of Christ,
are forces impelling toward catholic unity. (LG#8)




Ecumenism

No salvation outside the Church

o For it is only through Christ's Catholic Church, which
is "the all-embracing means of salvation," that they
can benefit fully from the means of salvation. We
believe that Our Lord entrusted all the blessings of
the New Covenant to the apostolic college alone, of
which Peter is the head, in order to establish the one
Body of Christ on earth to which all should be fully
incorporated who belong in any way to the people of
God. (Decree on Ecumenism #3)



The Religious and the Human Ecumene

E. Schillebeeckx (1989) in the Future of Liberation Theology,
Edited by Marc Ellis & Otto Maduro. Orbis. Pp 177-188

Christian Religion vis-a-vis Other Religions
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The Religious and the Human Ecumene

E. Schillebeeckx (1989) in the Future of Liberation Theology,
Edited by Marc Ellis & Otto Maduro. Orbis. Pp 177-188
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The Religious and the Human Ecumene

E. Schillebeeckx (1989) in the Future of Liberation Theology,
Edited by Marc Ellis & Otto Maduro. Orbis. Pp 177-188

Unigqueness

Jesus of Nazareth: historical manifestation,
imited, in personal, cultural reality; unique
nistorical fact pointing towards God
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The Religious and the Human Ecumene

E. Schillebeeckx (1989) in the Future of Liberation Theology,
Edited by Marc Ellis & Otto Maduro. Orbis. Pp 177-188

1 Ecumenical in living the unique character of the Christian

call
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The Religious and the Human Ecumene

E. Schillebeeckx (1989) in the Future of Liberation Theology,
Edited by Marc Ellis & Otto Maduro. Orbis. Pp 177-188

1 Ecumenical in responding to what concerns every human being, nation
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Ecumenism Hong Kong Practice

Respect and friendship: meals and socials

Collaboration in social concerns: aged, education,
welfare of workers, democracy

Spirituality and prayer (for Christian unity)

Theological dialogue (Catholic and Lutheran
statement on Justification)

H. Naylor (1976-94 Chairman, HK Catholic
Diocese Ecumenical Commission)



Lay Participation
1. Partners in the Church?

The Parish Priest and the Pastoral Council: Power to veto?
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Lay Participation

2. Partners in Mission?

Benedict XVI quoting John Paul Il to Church in Rome: "The parish must
seek itself outside itself" and find itself ... in the places where the
people live.

As individual Christians (What kind of presence? Trained?)
- In the family

- At work

- In socio-political groups

As a Christian Community (What kind of presence?)
- Functional in the service of liturgy ==

- Mutual help /J\ Exile
- J & P group [EERN/NH
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Mission in Polis
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Political Transition: Dis-embedding & Re-embedding?

KT
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Church Positioning in Political Transition
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Church P05|t|on|ng in Political Transition

< F AR ? BRFEPLEL 2 Unity in Diversity?
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Economic

Political

Cultural

Church
Response

Faith
Vehicle
Ally

Staff
Spirituality

Survival
CCP/KMT;
Elsie Elliott

Free frm Communism
(refuge in Colony)

Charity
Schools; Caritas
HK Govt
Missioners

Legalistic/Devotional

Distribution
Bureaucratic Absorption
Pressure Groups

HK / China awareness

Justice

Dio & Parish Associatns
Middle Class

Diocesan Clergy

Liturgical / Social
participation

Prosperity & Stability
Representative Govt
Political Groups

Free frm Communism
(1 country 2 systems)

Hope?
BCC?
Poor?
Laity?

Charismatic?



Aggiornamento?

Divine / Human; Already / not-yet
Sunday Liturgy in Church / Liturgy of Life
Ecumenism and the Christian character
Church as Hierarchy / People of God

Church in Pluralist Politics



End of Presentation.

Thank you.



